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Musician Signs On To “Rock the Boat” 

in Support of Mercy Ships

AUCKLAND, NZ -- 30 October, 2009 -- Mercy Ships New Zealand announced today that Auckland based recording artist Peter Woolston has agreed to partner with the international hospital ship charity to add his voice to those bringing life-changing healthcare services to the extreme poor through his global voice of rock music. 

Woolston is dedicating his new song “Hope on My Horizon” to the charity, with a portion of the sales going directly to help pay for surgeries onboard the Mercy Ship for some of Africa’s most vulnerable children. He has also committed to highlight the work of Mercy Ships at several of his upcoming concerts in 2010,next appearing in Mairangi Bay on February 12th.
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Woolston said, “My first connection with Mercy Ships was when I visited the m/v Anastasis in Wellington in 1983.  I was amazed at how practical Christianity aligned with caring for the poor and needy. My wife worked with Mercy Ships before we met, and we have stayed engaged with Mercy Ships since; eager to hear about the radical impact being made in the lives of the poorest of the poor.” 

Motivating his guitar driven songs and gutsy vocals, Peter Woolston's positive influence goes deeper than his music. Peter has travelled around the world to Eastern Europe and Asia, investing in the lives of others who are less fortunate.  
In his partnership with Mercy Ships New Zealand, Woolston hopes to be a voice in the gap between worlds to raise sponsorship on behalf of Africa’s most vulnerable children; children living in extreme poverty in need of surgeries like cleft lip and palate, crossed eyes, and club foot reconstruction  which are  simply unavailable in most developing nations.

Graeme Walls, Mercy Ships National Director states, “What makes Mercy Ships work is the dedication of volunteer professionals to provide world-class healthcare services to the poorest of the poor free of charge. Peter Woolston’s determination to join us in using his skills to highlight both the needs in Africa and the opportunities for Kiwis to roll their sleeves up and get involved is a gift we are delighted with.”
ReverbNation, who measure musician’s ability to connect with fans and build global relationships, has ranked Peter Woolston in the top 1000 Worldwide Rock Artists during the past four months and #1 Auckland Rock Artist during the past six straight months to October 2009 according to their report. Woolston’s global reach included a partnership with Microsoft in June 2009 for worldwide promotion and marketing of Microsoft’s MySpace Windows 7 programme by offering a free download of Woolston’s music. 

Committed to using his influence with fans to alleviate human suffering and distress, Woolston says he looks forward to partnering with Mercy Ships New Zealand to bring world-class medical and community services to the world’s forgotten poor, empowering them to fulfil their God-given potential. 
Peter is truly a "Musician With A Mission to Rock Your World.”
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ABOUT PETER WOOLSTON:                                                            

Peter Woolston is an Auckland based musician with a 30-year performing history. He has performed throughout New Zealand, and in Romania, Bulgaria, China and Russia. As a rock singer-songwriter, Woolston has played for crowds of 500 to 5000 and currently has fans across the globe.  He also advises other artists around business and music while providing training in song writing and stagecraft. For more information, high resolution photos or interviews, contact 

peter.woolston@peterwoolston.com or http://www.peterwoolston.com
